
The categorical imperative of “nature” according to Benedict XVI 

 

 

 

Man does not create himself. He is intellect and will, but he is also nature, and his will 

is rightly ordered if he respects his nature, listens to it and accepts himself for who he 

is, as one who did not create himself. In this way, and in no other, is true human 

freedom fulfilled. 

 
Source : Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Bundestag, 22 September 2011 

 

 


