
Woman at the side of man 

 

 

 

I a dialogue she keeps with Lady Reason, alludes to books in which women’s weakness is 

stressed. Unperturbed by the Aristotelian argument also quoted by Thomas Aquinas, Lady 

Reason shows her how, on the contrary, the woman is the only animal creature not to have 

been made from mud, wherefore she has no cause to be ashamed before man. 

 

"My lady, I recall that among other things, after he has discussed the impotence and weakness 

which cause the formation of a feminine body in the womb of the mother, he says that Nature 

is completely ashamed when she sees that she has formed such a body, as though it were 

something imperfect." "But, sweet friend, don't you see the overweening madness, the 

irrational blindness which prompt such observations? Is Nature, the chambermaid of God, a 

greater mistress than her master, almighty God- from whom comes such authority, who, when 

He willed, took the form of man and women from His thought when it came to His holy will 

to form Adam from the mud of the ground in the field of Damascus and, once created, 

brought him into the Terrestrial Paradise which was and is the most worthy place in this world 

here below? There Adam slept, and God formed the body of woman from one of his ribs, 

signifying that she should stand at his side as a companion and never lie at his feet like a 

slave, and also that he should love her as his own flesh. If the Supreme Craftsman was not 

ashamed to create and form the feminine body, would Nature then have been ashamed? It is 

the height of folly to say this! Indeed, how was she formed? I don't know if you have already 

noted this: she was created in the image of God. How can any mouth dare to slander the 

vessel which bears such a noble imprint? But some men are foolish enough to think, when 

they hear that God made man in His image, that this refers to the material body. This was not 

the case, for God had not yet taken a human body. The soul is meant, the intellectual spirit 

which lasts eternally Just like the Deity. God created the soul and placed wholly similar souls, 

equally good and noble in the feminine and in the masculine bodies. Now, to turn to the 

question' of the creation of the body, woman was made by the Supreme Craftsman. in what 

place was she created? In the Terrestrial Paradise. From what substance? Was it vile matter? 

No, it was the noblest substance which had ever been created: it was from the body of man 

from which God made woman. "  
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