
Celsus’ apportioning of tutelar divinities according to Origen 

 

And such an arrangement appears to be advantageous [Celsus alludes to the strangeness of 

Jewish laws and customs], not only because it has occurred to the mind of other nations to decide 

some things differently, but also because it is a duty to protect what has been established for the 

public advantage; and also because, in all probability, the various quarters of the earth were from 

the beginning allotted to different superintending spirits, and were thus distributed among certain 

governing powers, and in this manner the administration of the world is carried on. 

Origen Contra Celsus, Book V, 25. 

 

[Thus] there is nothing wrong in each nation observing its established method of worship. Of a 

truth, we shall find very great differences prevailing among the nations, and yet each seems to 

deem its own by far the best. Those inhabitants of Ethiopia who dwell in Meroe worship Jupiter 

and Bacchus alone; the Arabians, Urania and Bacchus only; all the Egyptians, Osiris and Isis; the 

Saïtes, Minerva; while the Naucratites have recently classed Serapis among their deities. 

Origen Contra Celsus, Book V,, 34 

Both texts Translated by Frederick Crombie. From Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 4. Edited by Alexander 

Roberts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe. (Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Publishing Co., 

1885.) Revised and edited for New Advent by Kevin Knight.  

 


